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Abstract 

The rights of the child are, for the science of human rights, aspects of major interest 

that problematize the vulnerability of a social category that is distinguished by insufficient 

physical and mental development. Given these bio - psycho coordinates-social values of the 

child, his quality of rights holder should be understood in the context of the relationship 

with the family - the element able to provide support for the improvement of the human 

model that the child poses in his development. Accepting these research theses, this paper 

advances as a scientific objective the analysis of the way in which, under the auspices of the 

most relevant international / regional legal instruments, two interrelated legal categories 

interact: children's rights and the family environment. From the observation of the models 

of correlation of the two legal categories in the international and regional systems of 

protection of children's rights derive particular models of capitalization of children's rights 

in society. 
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the belief 

that the family, as the basic unit of society and the natural environment for the growth and 

welfare of all its members and , in particular, children, should receive protection and the 

assistance they need to- and can fully assume ts responsibilities within society .
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child's natural parents, or according to tradition, local 

members of the extended family or community, legal guardians or other persons who have, 

by law, children in care, to provide, in a manner appropriate to the capacities evolving 

child's direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in this 

Convention .

The parent-child relationship 

The principle of the best interests of the child 
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as a substantial right 

legal 

principle 

procedural rule 
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of family ties. 

de facto of atypical 

interactions 

of 

the European Court of Human Rights 
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Recommendation no. R 

(98) 1 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on family mediation 

the Hague 

Convention of 25 October 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction 

suis generis 
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the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the 

Child
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jus cogens

parents or guardians, as 
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appropriate, have the right to ensure the religious and moral education of children in 

accordance with their own beliefs; 

jus cogens 
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The Evolving Capacities of the Child 

Ibidem 

Ibidem 

Handbook of European Law on the Rights of the Child 
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