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AUTHORS:

Cosmin GOIAN, Associate professor, Faculty of Sociology and Psychology,
West University of Timisoara, Romania. Social worker BSW - graduate of the
West University of Timisoara (1999), PhD in Philosophy (2007) from the
Alexandru loan Cuza University of lasi.

Since November 29, 2011, Head of the Social Work Departament —
University of the West. September 15, 2008 — November 29, 2011, Vice
dean of the Faculty of Sociology and Psychology, University of the
West, Timisoara. Since June 2008 - President of National Association of
Social Workers — Timis branch Romania. 2000-2001 — President of Social
Worker’s Association Banat. His relevant publications: Theoretical
perspectives upon social work discourse in Romania (2012); Semantic
analysis of the dynamics of the social work language applied in Romania
(2012); Semiotics and social work (2007); Skills in social work (2004)

Loreni BACIU, graduate of the West University of Timisoara, currently works
as an Lecturer at the West University of Timisoara (Romania). She received
her PhD from the West University of Timisoara in 2010 with a thesis on the
complementarity between the public and private organizations from the
Western Region of Romania, within the context of social services provision.
She has published mainly social sciences research papers in Romanian and
international Journals and also published and co-edited books with various
topics in the area of social work. Among the latest releases she edited,
“Youth Employment: Challenges and Opportunities” stands out, as a
collection of papers gathered from 55 authors and co-authors, from 11
countries around the world.Currently, her professional interests are focused
on two areas: the collaboration between the public and private sectors and
the policies and practices in youth employment.

Aurora Carmen BARBAT, M.D., PhD — Physician, general medicine (1993,
University for Medicine and Pharmacy “Victor Babes”, Timisoara, Romania)
/ Dipl. in Caritas Science and Christian Social Work (2002, Albert Ludwig-
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University, Freiburg i. Br., Germany), works as senior lecturer at West
University of Timisoara, Faculty for Sociology and Psychology, Department
for Social Work. She obtained her PhD title (Doctor in Medical Sciences) in
2009 at the University for Medicine and Pharmacy “Victor Babes”); has
published 3 books, ca. 40 articles & chapter books in scientific
(inter)national volumes and journals, covering areas such as social medicine,
social work, drug use, coping with cancer, religion as coping. Has also a lot
of participations at national and international socio-medical and psycho-
spiritual trainings, research programs and conferences, has organized
scientific events, being member of Romanian and international scientific
organizations.

Andreea Georgiana BIRNEANU, is currently works as an Junior Lecturer at
the West University of Timisoara (Romania), Faculty of Sociology and
Psychology, Department of Social Work since 2008. She is licensed in
Social Work and Psychology and she continued her studies graduating the
program masters in Clinical Psychology and Management in Social Work.
Her interests are in the field of child protection and she has a PhD in
Sociology from the University of the West in Timisoara (Romania) in 2012.

Ramona BRAN, has been teaching English for Specific Purposes at the West
University of Timisoara for 9 years. She has a B.A. in English and French
Philology, and an M.A. in British and American Studies. She has recently
finished a PhD in American Studies at the University of Dortmund, Germany.
Her thesis is an interdisciplinary work, tackling American literature from a
cultural studies’ perspective. Ramona Bran has presented and published tens of
scientific papers and articles, and has elaborated several courses of English for
her students in social work, psychology, and sociology. Her fields of interest
include British and American literature, as well as cultural, social, and political
studies. She is a member of RSEAS (The Romanian Society for English and
American Studies) and of RAAS (The Romanian Association for American
Studies). At the same time she is the managing editor of The Journal of Social
Informatics and co-editor of The Journal of Gerontological Social Work, both
edited by the West University of Timisoara.

Theofild LAZAR, graduate of the West University of Timisoara, currently
works as an Senior Lecturer at the West University of Timisoara (Romania).
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He received his PhD from the West University of Timisoara in 2010 with a
thesis on rural community development. He has published mainly social
sciences research papers in Romanian and international Journals and also
published and co-edited books with various topics in the area of social
work. His professional interests are focused on two areas: community
development and vulnerable groups employment strategies.

Patricia-Luciana RUNCAN, currently works as a Senior Lecturer at the West
University of Timisoara (Romania). She holds a BA in Sociology from the
same University, a BA in Law from the “Tibiscus” University of Timisoara,
and a PhD in Sociology from the West University of Timisoara. Her main
areas of interest include social work and sociology. She authored
Depression in the Elderly (2013) and Supervision in Educational, Social and
Medical Services Professions (2013), and co-edited Risks and Opportunities
in the Romanian Social Work System (2011) and Applied Social Sciences:
Social Work (2013).

Adrian PASCUTA, he holds a BA in Economical Sciences, a MA in
Sociology of Political and Administrative Institutions, is PhD in sociology
from 2010 and currently is lecturer at the West University of Timisoara,
Romania, Faculty of Sociology and Psychology, Department of Social Work.
His professional interests are focused on the areas: sociology, minority
groups, public and social policies, employment policies. His publications
include over 20 scholarly articles and several chapters in books.

Carmen STANCIU, is Ph.D. in sociology, obtained the PhD title at the Univ.
of Bucharest, Romania. Currently she is lecturer at West University of
Timisoara, Department of Social Work, Faculty of Sociology and
Psychology. Her current areas of interest are gerontological social work and
management in social services. In this direction, it is worth noting that she is
the main editor of the Journal of Gerontological Social Work, West
University of Timisoara Publishing and is also the Executive Coordinator of
the International Conference of Gerontological Social Work.
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Mihaela TOMITA, currently works as a Associate professor at West
University of Timisoara, Faculty of Sociology and Psychology, Department
of Social Work. Her current areas of interest include restorative justice,
alternative sanctions, victims’ protection, sociology of deviance and
delinquency, human rights, probation, law in social work, criminal justice.
She is the initiator of the SPECTO international conferences and the
coordinator of the Second World Congress on Resilience. She is also the
Head of the Regional Prevention, Evaluation and Anti-drug Counseling
Center from Timisoara. Her relevant publications include Working with
offenders (2013); A positive and supportive approach for aggressive
adolescents. Promoting the Resilience of Youth Delinquent (2013);
Probation as a Field of Study. Institution and Profession (2012) and over 60
scholarly articles and several chapters in books.

Loredana Marcela TRANCA, is currently a junior lecturer at the Social Work
Department of the West University of Timisoara, Romania. She holds a BA
(2006) in Social Work, a MA (2008) in Management of Social Work and a PhD
(2011) in Sociology from the West University of Timisoara, Romania. She
coordinates the students’ field practice and she is also the director of the
Christian Association For Help from Timisoara. Her main research interests are
human rights, work addiction, social work with families, social work with
disabled people and values in social work. Her publications include over 40
scholarly articles and several chapters in books. Has also a lot of participations
at national and international trainings and conferences. She was member of the
organizing committee of national and international conferencess and also
member of Romanian and international scientific organizations.

Florina-Luiza VLAICU, is currently social worker and a master course
student in the “Management in Social Work” program, Social Work
Department, Faculty of Sociology and Psychology, West University of
Timisoara. She completed the undergraduate studies in the same
Department. Current areas of interest are field placement, social work for
persons who have a substance dependence, management, social work
theories and methods.
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,I hear and | forget,
| see and | remember,
| do and | understand.”
Confucius






